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Nationsl Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Endangered and Threatened Wikilife
and Plants; identification of Marine
Vertebrate and invertebrate Candidate
Species for Listing Under the
Endangered Spacies Act

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS}, NOAA, Commerce.
acmion: Notice of development of list of
candidate species.

SUMMARY: NMFS Identifies vertebrate
and invertebrate marine species as
candidates for possible addition to the
List of Endangered and Threatened
wildlife and Plants. NMFS is soliciting
information concerning the status of
these species and nominations of
additional species that appear to
warrant listing consideration. This
notice is not a proposal for listing and
the involved species do not receive
substantive or procedural protection
under the Endangered Species Act of
1973. NMFS does, however, ancourage
Federal agencies and other appropriate
parties to take these apecies into
account in project pla . This
candidate list identifies only animal
species; NMFS will identify candidate
marine plant species In a future notice.

oATE: Comments may be submitted until
further notice. :

ADDRESS: Comments should be sent to
Dr. Nancy Foster, Director, Office of
Protected Resources and Habitat
Programs, National Marine Fisheries
Service, Washington, DC 20236.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Patricia Montanio, Protected Species
Management Division, Office of
Protected Resources and Habitat
Programs, NMFS (202/673-5351)..
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Endangered Species Act of 1873 (ESA;
16 11.S.C. 1531 et seq.) requires
determinations of whether species of
wildlife and plants are endangered or
threatened based on the best available
scientific and commercial data.
“Species” includes any s ecies or
subspecies of fish, wildlife or plant. and
any distinct population segment of any
vertebrate species that interbreeds

when mature. NMFS and the US. Fish
and Wildlile Service share
responsibilities under the ESA. Wwith
some exceptions, NMFS s responsible
for species that reside all or the major
portion of their lifetime in marine
waters. Candidate species are those
species identified for listing
consideration. NMFS will conduct
comprehensive reviews of the itatus of
each species to determine which
warrant listing as endangered or
threaténed under the ESA. NMFS is also
developing guidelines to be used to
assign listing priorities to candidate
species.

NMFS requests comments and salicits
information concerning the status of
species In the accompanying table,
especially in regard to past snd present
population status and distribution;
threats affecting the species: and. if
appropriate, identification of critical
habitat, NMFS solicits nominations of
additional species that appear to
warrant listing consideration;
information on taxonomic changes for
any of the listed species; and more
appropriate common names.

NMFS intends to consider all data
received in response to this notice, to
make appropriate amendments to the
eccompanying table, and to Indicate
intentions with regard to future listing
actions.

In the future, NMFS will compilz and
publish a list of candidate marine plant
species. To ensure that the list is
complete. NMFS is soliciting biological
information and recommendations on
candidate marine planis native to U.S. -
waters. Proposed candidates shouid be
categorized as fully marine, fully squatic
estuarine, or inter-tidai estuarine.

In the following table of candidate
species, the common name appears as
the first entry followed by the scientific
name, the family name, and the area of
distribution under consideration fot
listing.

Date: August 26, 1988,

Nancy Foster, .

Director, Office of Protected Resources und
Hobitat Programa, National Morine Fisheries
Service.
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LiST OF CANDIDATE VERTEBRATE AND INVERTEBRATE MARINE SPECIES
Common name Scientific name Family Area under LONSIUCHON
Maring Mammads '
Amaron River Dojphin ... inda peoffronas tnadse South Asnenica. )
Ganges River Dolphin ' __........] Plenlanista Gangeticsl ....eeve—d [T TUL T SN ) - R Bangiadesh, Nepal, Bhuta:.
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L1ST OF CANDIDATE VERTEBRATE AND INVERTEBRATE MARINE SPECIES—Continued

Common nemo Bciontifc narma Famiy Arca under congwruction
ndus Rever Dolphin ' . __ 1 Plantsniste munor el Pakiston.
LaPaualobhin e | N T — T en— TR
Sotenose Dolphin * Tursiops neceksy . Dolphinicias .o e oo U.S. Mud-Atiantic {Coasial Biock).
Jepanses Gea Lion Zalophus calomisrss japonk- | .80 Japen, North and Siouth Kores.
o,

Northern (Sisler) Gea Lion *.__| Eumetopies Adeike el A
Northern Fur Seal * .| Coflorhinus . . AKX
Wk Soal Fhoca viiulios slepnogen - USSR (Karil Soa).

Reptiies
Flatback Turtie Crwionia depresss | Chelonidae............ Avstralia.

Flshee
Gutt of Mexico Blurgson ¢} oxyriynchus desotol | Acpensendss ... ALFL M5, LA~ -

h Acipenser oxyrfyrcixs oxyr- | .00 North Amarica—Atantic Coastal Waters.
" Largeiooth Sawhiah........ | Pristas perottes Pristidas Noth and South Americe—Tropicsl nd Sub-tropical Walers.

Smahooth Sawlsh ... Frisias pectnais — Bo. ’ -

" MoMusks
Bouthern Glant Clam Tridacna derasa Tridacnidas indo-Pacific.
Gant Clam Tridacne pipas nedlO Oo. - :
Stariet 500 ANOMONS ..con.c....] NOTOSode vOCIonsss..............| Edwardsiidae UK and North Americs.

! Blatus review uncder Endangered Species Act in
" Siztus review under Manne Mammal Protection

* Statun review under Manine Mammal Protection Act tod.
“ Currently identified by USFWS sa 8 candidate species (50 FR 37060, September 18, 1965).

{FR Doc. 88-19616 Filed 8-30-88; 8:45 am}

SRLUNG CODE 36 15-23-0

mcu (52 FR 12280, Aprll 22, 1987).
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DATE: April 18, 1988 ' }j/
MEMORANDUM FOR: Fxl1l - James E. Douglas,iJr.
7
. -

FROM: F/AKR - Rober

SUBJECT: Recommen ions for Candidate Species

In response to your memorandum of March 29, the Alaska Region of
the National Marine Fisheries Service recommends that the fol-
lowing species of marine mammals be considered as candidate
species for threatened or endangered status under the Endangered

Species Act.

1. Northern Sea Lion - Eumetopias jubatus

Northern sea lions have declined severely in abundance in the
past decade to well below their apparent OSP, and are undoubtedly
depleted. The causes of this decline are unknown at present. A
current status review of the species is in progress by the
National Marine Mammal Laboratory (NMML) to assess the severity
of the decline. This status review may justify a "threatened"
designation for this species.

2. Northern Fur seal - Callorhinus ursinus

The northern fur seal has been declared to be a depleted species.
Further declines to less than half of the pre~1970's population
level may warrant classification as a threatened species.

3. North Pacific Harbor Seal - Phoca vitulina

Harbor seals in Alaska also are on an apparent decline and are
undergoing a status review by the NMML. If the species is found
to be depleted, we recommend that its designation as a threat-
ened species be considered.

4. Cook Inlet Beluga Whale - Delphinapterus leucas

The Cook Inlet population of beluga whales is a geographically
jsolated remnant population. This size of the population has
been estimated to number only 300-400 individuals. With its
current estimated rates of natural mortality, native harvest, and
other human impacts, there is concern that the population is

not able to be sustained by annual recruitment. A status review
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is needed as well as field research to obtain better information
on population size and condition. We believe that threatened
species designation for this population is warranted to provide
management opportunities to protect the population from future

decline.

We understand that our nomination of candidate species is only
the first step in a lengthy process of gathering and reviewing
information leading to a decision regarding status designation.
In that regard, the Alaska Region is in the process of assisting

this effort by having already initiated a review of._the.status of --— -

the Cook Inlet beluga population. We will provide this review to
you at a later date when it is completed.



